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Field Safety Guidance (Biological Department, Salisbury University) 

The primary objective of our field safety protocol is to ensure the well-being and safety of 
all personnel involved in fieldwork. The safety of individuals always takes precedence over 
data collection and research objectives. In any situation that poses a real or potential 
safety risk, personnel are required to prioritize reaching a safe location or situation, even if 
this results in a temporary pause or adjustment of research activities. 

General Safety Precautions 

1. Buddy System: Work in pairs or groups whenever possible. 

2. Communication: Carry a fully charged phone or a two-way radio for emergencies. 
Share your location and expected return time with someone not on the trip. Make 
sure that students have immediate contact information of faculty advisors before 
they go into the field to con
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the preferred course of action. If at any time during a conflict you feel unsafe, leave 
and/or call for help. It is not worth endangering yourself to get data, even if you are in 
the right and the other person is in the wrong.  

8. Dress appropriately: 
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Animal Safety 

1. Wildlife Awareness: 

• Keep your distance: Never approach or attempt to feed wild animals, such 
as deer, foxes, or other wildlife common in the East Coast. 

• Pest Protection: Wear tightly woven long sleeves, pants, and pest repellent 
to protect against ticks, mosquitoes, and other Pests. Tuck pants into 
socks/boots to reduce the risk of ticks. Ticks can carry Lyme disease, so 
inspect yourself regularly and brush field clothing oY after field work (such as 
before entering a vehicle or a tent).
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2. Tree Hazards: Avoid setting up workspaces or resting near dead or leaning trees as 
they may fall unexpectedly. 

 

River and Water Safety 

1. Canoeing and Boating Safety: 

• Wear a Life Jacket: Always wear a life jacket (Personal Flotation Device, PFD) 
while on or near the water, regardless of your swimming abilities. 

• Weather Conditions: Check weather forecasts before going out. Avoid 
boating in poor weather, high winds, or during storms. 

• Stay with the Canoe/Boat: If the boat capsizes, stay with it unless it’s safe to 
swim to shore. The boat can serve as a flotation device. 

• Paddle Safely: Be aware of river currents, submerged objects, and low-
hanging branches. Avoid paddling in fast-flowing or rough water unless 
properly trained. 

2. Cold Water Risks: Cold water can cause hypothermia quickly. If you're working in 
cold conditions, wear thermal protection and avoid staying in the water for long 
periods. 

3. River Crossings: When crossing rivers on foot, use caution. Test the depth and 
current strength before crossing, and use a walking stick for balance if needed. To 
reduce drag from flowing water, walk perpendicular to the flow of the water to cross, 
so that one leg blocks the flow for the other leg. Take small, slow steps and ensure 
one foot is firmly planted before moving the other foot. If you fall into the river and 
are swept away, keep your head above water and upstream, using your hands 
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If aspects of your field team’s identity puts them at risk in this region, consider a 
diYerent field site and/or plan a strategy for their safety. 

2. Ensure you are up to date on relevant vaccines. Many countries or regions require 
or recommend vaccines when traveling to/from certain regions, so research the 
area beforehand to prepare appropriately.  

3. Di]erent regions have di]erent diseases and risks. Research the area 
beforehand to create a strategy for mitigating diseases and risks that you may not be 
familiar with, such as dangerous wildlife, poisonous plants, or disease-carrying 
Pests. 

Emergency Protocols 

1. Know Your Location: Have a map, GPS, or a way to navigate and know where you 
are at all times. Familiarize yourself with the nearest medical facilities. 

2. Emergency Contact Information: Always carry emergency contact numbers, 
including local authorities, park rangers, or university staY overseeing the fieldwork. 

In Case of an Accident: Stay calm, administer first aid if necessary, and call for help. If in a 
group, designate someone to call for help while others stay with the injured person. 


