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Monday, November 13, 2023 •  3 p.m. 
Holloway Hall, Jackson Family Auditorium

Good afternoon! I am excited to welcome all of  you to this year’s 
State of  the University address.

Nine months ago, I stood right here and shared our collective vision 
to be a university known for its purpose of  transforming lives through 
�I�K�I�L�M�U�Q�K���M�`�K�M�T�T�M�V�K�M���I�V�L���Q�\�[���K�W�U�U�Q�\�U�M�V�\���\�W���[�]�z�]�[�Q�V�O���T�Q�N�M���K�P�I�V�O�Q�V�O��
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growth. We have received incredible donations and grants toward the 
�K�W�V�\�Q�V�]�I�\�Q�W�V���W�N ���J�W�\�P���T�W�V�O���[�\�I�V�L�Q�V�O���I�V�L���V�M�_���X�Z�W�O�Z�I�U�[��

�)�����!���������������X�T�M�L�O�M���N�Z�W�U���\�P�M���8�P�Q�T�Q�X���-�����I�V�L���+�I�Z�W�T�M���:�����:�I�\�K�T�Q�z�M��
�.�W�]�V�L�I�\�Q�W�V���_�Q�T�T���[�]�X�X�W�Z�\���W�]�Z���;�P�W�Z�M���0�I�\�K�P�M�Z�a���M�V�\�Z�M�X�Z�M�V�M�]�Z�[�P�Q�X��
�K�W�U�X�M�\�Q�\�Q�W�V���N�W�Z���a�M�I�Z�[���\�W���K�W�U�M�#���I���������������U�Q�T�T�Q�W�V���O�Z�I�V�\���N�Z�W�U���\�P�M���7�{�K�M��
�W�N ���;�\�I�\�M�_�Q�L�M���*�Z�W�I�L�J�I�V�L���_�Q�T�T���M�V�[�]�Z�M���W�]�Z���-�I�[�\�M�Z�V���;�P�W�Z�M���:�M�O�Q�W�V�I�T���/�1�;��
Cooperative successfully visualizes broadband internet capacity across 
�5�I�Z�a�T�I�V�L�#���I�V�L���I�������������U�Q�T�T�Q�W�V���5�I�Z�a�T�I�V�L���:�M�J�]�Q�T�L�[���/�Z�I�V�\���Q�[���P�M�T�X�Q�V�O���\�W��
advance the education of  instructional assistants and teaching aids 
across the area. 

�*�W�T�[�\�M�Z�Q�V�O���\�P�M�[�M���I�K�I�L�M�U�Q�K���X�Z�W�O�Z�I�U�[���M�V�[�]�Z�M�[���_�M���I�Z�M���\�I�S�Q�V�O���Q�V�V�W�^�I�\�Q�^�M��
steps toward enhancing the student experience.

�;�W�U�M�\�P�Q�V�O���M�T�[�M���\�W���K�M�T�M�J�Z�I�\�M�	���7�N ���\�P�M���������5�I�Z�a�T�I�V�L���<�M�I�K�P�M�Z���W�N ���\�P�M��
�A�M�I�Z���[�M�U�Q�Å�V�I�T�Q�[�\���I�K�Z�W�[�[���?�Q�K�W�U�Q�K�W�����?�W�Z�K�M�[�\�M�Z�����I�V�L���;�W�U�M�Z�[�M�\���K�W�]�V�\�Q�M�[����
�������_�M�Z�M���N�W�Z�U�M�Z���;�=���[�\�]�L�M�V�\�[�����I�V�L���V�]�U�M�Z�W�]�[���W�\�P�M�Z���;�M�I���/�]�T�T�[���M�I�Z�V�M�L��
�[�M�U�Q�Å�V�I�T�Q�[�\���P�W�V�W�Z�[���I�K�Z�W�[�[���\�P�M���[�\�I�\�M����

Not only are these alumni setting a remarkable example to follow, but 
they also are working with us to create pathways and opportunities for 
mentoring the next generation of  educators being trained on our campus. 

�:�M�K�W�O�V�Q�b�Q�V�O���\�P�M���V�M�M�L���N�W�Z���P�M�I�T�\�P���K�I�Z�M���X�Z�W�N�M�[�[�Q�W�V�I�T�[���I�K�Z�W�[�[���\�P�M���V�I�\�Q�W�V����
we also strive to be a leader in the changing industry landscape. This 
�[�]�U�U�M�Z�����_�M���O�Z�I�L�]�I�\�M�L���W�]�Z���Å�Z�[�\���[�\�]�L�M�V�\�[���Q�V���\�P�M���.�I�[�\���<�Z�I�K�S���;�M�K�W�V�L��
�,�M�O�Z�M�M���6�]�Z�[�Q�V�O���8�Z�W�O�Z�I�U�����I�V���I�K�K�M�T�M�Z�I�\�M�L�����W�V�M���a�M�I�Z���X�Z�W�O�Z�I�U�����7�]�Z���Å�Z�[�\��
�[�M�^�M�V���O�Z�I�L�]�I�\�M�[�����I�X�\�T�a���L�]�J�J�M�L���\�P�M���5�I�O�V�Q�Å�K�M�V�\���;�M�^�M�V�����I�Z�M���[�]�Z�M���\�W���J�M���\�P�M��
�Å�Z�[�\���W�N ���U�I�V�a���U�W�Z�M���_�P�W�[�M���V�M�M�L�[���_�M���T�W�W�S���\�W���[�M�Z�^�M��

A Look Back – High-Impact Practices
�7�V�M���W�N ���W�]�Z���O�Z�M�I�\�M�[�\���[�\�Z�M�V�O�\�P�[���Q�[���\�P�M���T�I�[�\�Q�V�O���Q�V�Æ�]�M�V�K�M���_�M���K�Z�M�I�\�M���N�W�Z��

�W�]�Z���[�\�]�L�M�V�\�[���I�V�L���K�W�U�U�]�V�Q�\�a���\�P�Z�W�]�O�P���P�Q�O�P���Q�U�X�I�K�\���X�Z�I�K�\�Q�K�M�[��
�7�]�Z���Z�M�K�W�Z�L���J�Z�M�I�S�Q�V�O���.�]�T�J�Z�Q�O�P�\���;�K�P�W�T�I�Z���X�Z�W�O�Z�I�U���Q�[���I���\�M�[�\�I�U�M�V�\���\�W��

both this and our commitment to diversity and inclusivity. This year, we 
�P�I�L���������;�=���.�]�T�J�Z�Q�O�P�\���;�\�]�L�M�V�\���[�M�U�Q�Å�V�I�T�Q�[�\�[���_�P�W���M�`�M�U�X�T�Q�N�a���\�P�M���L�Q�^�M�Z�[�M��
�K�W�U�U�]�V�Q�\�a���\�P�I�\���Q�[���;�=���·���Q�V�K�T�]�L�Q�V�O���8�M�T�T���/�Z�I�V�\���Z�M�K�Q�X�Q�M�V�\�[�����Å�Z�[�\���O�M�V�M�Z�I�\�Q�W�V��
students, individuals from various ethnic backgrounds, and members of  
�\�P�M���4�/�*�<�9�����K�W�U�U�]�V�Q�\�a����

�<�P�Q�[���N�I�T�T�����[�M�^�M�V���a�W�]�V�O���;�=���I�T�]�U�V�Q���I�Z�M���\�M�I�K�P�Q�V�O���-�V�O�T�Q�[�P���W�Z���M�V�O�I�O�Q�V�O���Q�V��
�Z�M�[�M�I�Z�K�P���_�Q�\�P���N�]�V�L�Q�V�O���N�Z�W�U���\�P�M�Q�Z���.�]�T�J�Z�Q�O�P�\���.�M�T�T�W�_�[�P�Q�X�[�����<�P�M�[�M���[�\�]�L�M�V�\�[��





��



��

the tremendous research being done by our faculty and both our 
undergraduate and graduate students. 

�?�M���I�T�[�W���S�V�W�_���\�P�I�\���_�M���U�]�[�\���K�W�V�\�Q�V�]�M���\�W���W�z�M�Z���V�M�_���X�Z�W�O�Z�I�U�[���\�P�I�\��
promote growth and meet workforce needs. Therefore, we are setting a 
�O�W�I�T���\�W���T�I�]�V�K�P���W�V�M���V�M�_���X�Z�W�O�Z�I�U���Q�V���I���P�Q�O�P���Q�U�X�I�K�\���I�Z�M�I���M�I�K�P���a�M�I�Z��

To this end, I am thrilled to announce we have just submitted letters 
�W�N ���Q�V�\�M�V�\���\�W���\�P�M���=�V�Q�^�M�Z�[�Q�\�a���;�a�[�\�M�U���W�N ���5�I�Z�a�T�I�V�L���\�W���T�I�]�V�K�P���\�_�W���V�M�_��
innovative programs: one in engineering and one in music therapy! In 
addition, we have one proposal for a master’s in public communication 
�I�T�[�W���_�W�Z�S�Q�V�O���Q�\�[���_�I�a���\�P�Z�W�]�O�P���Q�V�\�M�Z�V�I�T���I�V�L���M�`�\�M�Z�V�I�T���X�Z�W�K�M�[�[�M�[�����7�]�Z���O�W�I�T��
is to have these programs ready for enrollment by next academic year. 

�<�W�L�I�a�����\�P�M���;�\�I�\�M���W�N ���5�I�Z�a�T�I�V�L���P�I�[���U�W�Z�M���L�M�U�I�V�L���N�W�Z���M�V�O�Q�V�M�M�Z�[���\�P�I�V��
the capacity to educate them. The proposed new bachelor’s degree 
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